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Welcome  

We hope that you enjoy meeting with us, following the service we are having 
a church lunch. 

 Linda Lloyd is preaching this morning 
 
 Next week “Steve & Debbie’s house group” are taking the service. 

Diary 
Feb 
14 Church Lunch 
14 Hambledon 

Prayer & 
Praise 

18-21 Gear 
conference 

21 Joint meeting 
at St Paul’s 

27/28 Ugandan 
Pastor visit  

Mar 
5  Women’s 

World Day of 
Prayer 

7 Joint meeting at 
St Paul’s  

11  AGM 
21 Joint meeting 

at St Paul’s  
23 WWCN 

meeting 7:30 
26 Easter 

Celebration 7pm 

Apr 
1  Maundy 

Thursday 
Communion 

Church Lunch 
TODAY 

To celebrate God’s love 
on Valentines day 

Prayer meeting this evening 6:30 here 

Ugandan Pastor 
will be with us for the 

weekend of the 27 & 28th 

February. 
 

RICHARD TUSIIME 

Richard is Pastor of  RPCU 
Ruti, daughter church of which 
is Nyamiyaga where we are 
building a Spiritual Life Centre.  

He is also one of the students 
the Romans One Eleven Trust 
sponsored to do a course in 
Theology, and he got his 
Diploma.  

He is Stated Clerk of the 
Mbarara Presbytery and will be 
the Director and one of the 
teachers at Nyamiyaga Spiritual 
Life Centre.  

He is a single man but hopes to 
marry soon. 

Times of meetings to be 

arranged. 

Update on Jean’s health 
Hello Everyone, 

This is the first time you have heard from us this 
year and so we send you our greetings and best 
wishes for 2010. 

Those of you whom we see regularly or have been 
in touch with us will know that Jean has not felt 
that well since Christmas. She has been conscious 
of fresh pain in her stomach and around her 
kidneys. It was our Golden Wedding on the 16th 
January but our celebrations were low key as Jean 
didn't think she could cope with anything more.  As 
a consequence of these developments she had a 
new CT scan last week and we returned to the 
hospital this morning for the results. Needless to 
say Jean was not looking forward to this and was 
feeling rather apprehensive about what she might 
be told. The Oncologist we see is lovely and after 
listening to Jean tell her story he looked up from 
his notes with a dead-pan face and said the scan 
results were normal with no problems found. It is 
not often Jean is lost for words but on this 
occasion there was a stunned silence.  The good 
news, which in all honesty she had not been 
expecting, caused her to temporarily lose her 
tongue.  The doctor went on to say that the spots 
on her lungs were much smaller than when she 
had her previous scan last July and there was a 
spot on a bone in her back which had clearly been 
healed. (These were his words). Jean then raised 
the question about the pain she had been 
experiencing and he said it could be the 
medication. Then she asked if worry could make it 
worse. He looked at her and said 'very possibly'. 
So here is a lesson for all of us, worry only 
obstructs God's  healing process. 

So Jean is now back on her medication for four 
weeks, then a two week break, after which we 
return to the hospital on the 19th March. 

Thank for all your love and prayers. 

God is good - all the time. Jean & Graham 
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Valentine's Day 
When we think of Valentine's Day, we often think of red 
roses, candy in heart- shaped boxes, mushy valentines, 
and winged cherubs flying about shooting starry-eyed 
lovers with arrows. 

But did you know that the origin of Valentine's Day, or 
Saint Valentine's Day, comes from the life and death of 
a Christian martyr? According to author Martha 
Zimmerman, the date traditionally celebrated as St. 
Valentine's Day finds its origin in the Roman festival of 
romance called Lupercalia, when the gods Juno and 
Pan were honoured. It was a fertility festival or a lover's 
holiday looking forward to the return of Spring. In the 
fifth century, in an attempt to abolish the pagan festival, 
Pope Gelasius changed Lupercalia and its February 15 
date to February 14 and called it Saint Valentine's Day. 
Even though the names and the date were changed, 
the emphasis continued to be on love. 

Who was the real Valentine, and why did he have a day 
named after him? 

Some authorities credit Geoffrey Chaucer with 
originating the custom of linking Valentine's Day with 
lovers. No link between the day and lovers exists before 
the time of Chaucer, thus leading some to conclude that 
it was this famous English author who connected the 
day with lovers. The fullest and earliest description of 
the tradition occurs in Chaucer's "Parliament of Fouls" 
composed around 1380. Since that time it has been 
traditional to connect St. Valentine's Day with love. 

But who was the real Saint Valentine? St. Valentine was 
a Roman Christian who, according to tradition, was 
martyred during the persecution of Christians in the 
third century by Emperor Claudius II. The only thing 
certain about the day we remember as St. Valentine's 
Day is that it commemorates a martyrdom. Claudius II 
declared all Christians illegal citizens. By his definition, 
they were guilty of treason because Roman citizens 
were required by law to worship the Emperor by 
declaring publicly, "Caesar is Lord!" Of course, this no 
Christian could do. 

Prior to his death, Valentine continued to minister in 
prison by witnessing to his prison guards. One of the 
guards was a good man who had adopted a blind girl. 
He asked Valentine if his God could help his daughter. 
Valentine prayed and the girl was given her sight. The 
guard and his whole family, 46 people, believed in 
Jesus and were baptized. When the Emperor heard 
about this he was furious that Valentine was still making 
converts even in prison, so he sentenced Valentine to 
death. 

Just before being led out to his execution, the young 
Christian wrote a note to the jailer's daughter, signing it, 
"From your Valentine." The first valentine was really a 
Christian witness. Growing out of this story we 
participate in a custom of sending cards to people we 
love. 

Given that the tradition of sending love notes grows out 
of a letter written by St. Valentine to his jailer's daughter 
on the eve of Valentine's execution, it's ironic that the 

card we send has received the emphasis, instead of 
remembering the content of the original Valentine's 
card: a message of unconditional devotion to Christ, 
even upon pain of death. 

Over time the word "Saint" has been dropped from St. 
Valentine's Day, further obscuring the origins of this 
holiday. Instead of a negative reaction to some of the 
pagan origins of the day, why not celebrate the true love 
that compelled young Valentine to give up his life? 

Remember that the day we know as St. Valentine's Day 
actually commemorates the death of an early Christian 
martyr, Valentine, who was put to death for refusing to 
renounce his faith in Christ. 

Instead of chubby cherubs, sappy cards, too much 
candy, and soon-wilted flowers, why not point your 
family toward the true significance of St. Valentine's 
Day this year? 

By all means, celebrate the day, but re-inject it with 
Christian meaning by resolving to live for Jesus without 
fear or shame, following the godly example of 
Valentine's unconditional love for Christ. 

How can you celebrate St. Valentine's Day in a way that 
honours the original Valentine, who was martyred for 
his devotion to God? 

First, give your life to Christ. 

Second, declare the truth about God's love even if it 
costs you something. 

Third, become a servant to those you love, rather than 
demanding that your needs be met. According to pastor 
Alex Stevenson, we all want to hear the phrase, "Be my 
Valentine." It simply means "you are loved." 

This Valentine's Day, remember that you are loved. 
God loves you and wants you to be His valentine. The 
love that God gives us is not like the world's love. The 
world's love is only as sturdy as a paper Valentine's 
card. But God's love is not a flimsy, cheap imitation: it is 
the real thing. It is an all-giving love that was and is 
willing to suffer and die for our deliverance. 

Will you be God's valentine? It is your choice. Say yes 
and give to God the love He desires. And when you do, 
remember the first Valentine and how he gave 
everything, including his life, to the God he loved. 

 

Annual General Church Meeting 
Thursday 11th March 

 

All church meetings are important but this AGM is 
particularly so.  Besides the usual reports from every 
organisation that makes up the church there will be an 
election / re-election of elders and we will be 
considering the new church constitution which a 
committee have been working on for some time on our 
behalf. 

Obviously, who we choose as elders and what is in or 

(Continued on page 3) 
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not in the constitution is vital to the way the church 
operates.  Please do make every effort to attend the 
AGM and have your say, we need to hear your views to 
determine the mind of church. 

Eldership: Please be praying about this and asking 
God who He would wish to see leading us as elders.  
The following elders are due for re-election or to stand 
down Brian Reid, Linda Lloyd, Andy Donaghy,  all are 
prepared to stand again.  If there is anyone you 
consider God is calling as an elder then you know the 
procedure, if you not sure of the procedure then please 

ask one of the elders.  Nominations for elders must 
be with the elders by Sunday 21st February. 

Written reports will be used as in previous years and 
can be given to Martin as soon as possible and by 

Sunday 21st February at the latest. Copies of the 
reports will be available two weeks prior to the meeting.  
Reports should cover the period Jan-Dec 2009.   
 

Money & church! 

I am sure you are all well aware that interest rates have 
plummeted to an all time low.  This has affected the 
church as well as millions of ordinary people trying to 
managed on fixed income.  The interest the church 
receive has dropped by a factor of seven even though 
the amount deposited has increased almost four fold. 

As the church has yet to decide how to use this money 
the elders have agreed that some of it should be placed 
in “high yield fixed interest fixed term accounts”.  
£25,000 has been placed in a 6 months account and 
£75,000 placed in a 12 month account.  These 
accounts offer a higher rate of interest than our present 
deposit account but it does mean that the money 
cannot be touched for the period of the term i.e. 6 
months & 12 months respectively.   

The longer the term the higher the interest rate, 
however, the elders felt that this was a good 
compromise without tying the money up for long 
periods.  This will still leave us sufficient money for 
planned outgoings i.e. Kitchen refurbishment, new 
storage etc. 

We hope you will agree that this is good stewardship of 
the resources God has entrusted us with. 

 

Church Constitution 

A copy of the proposed new Church Constitution will be 
included in the written reports for the AGM which will be 
available  on Sunday 28th February. 

 

Written Reports and Eldership 
nominations to be in by next Sunday 21st Feb 

Applications for Postal Votes to be in by 
Sunday 28th Feb 

Postal Votes Procedure 

The church has agreed to Postal Votes for the election 
of elders.   

1. Register with the church secretary Martin Lloyd 
by Sunday 28th Feb.  You will be given a ballot 
paper and an envelope in which to place your 
vote.   

2. Fill out the ballot paper and place it in the sealed 
envelope and give it or post it to Gordon Dimmick 
prior to the church meeting on Thursday 11th 
March. 

 

Easter celebration 

You may recall that at Christmas we put on a Carol 
service followed by refreshments and made invites for 
everyone to give to friends and work colleagues who 
don’t normally attend church.  After the service there 
were a lot of very positive comments both from those 
who had been invited and those who had invited them. 

With this in mind we thought we would try the same at 
Easter.  We choose Friday the 26th March, which is 
actually, a week before Good Friday; the reason for this 
is that we wanted it to be a celebration.  Hot cross buns 
with drinks will follow and invites will again be available 
to give out.  This time we will have the Puppets and 
Paul Carter will give a short talk. 

Please pray: 

 Who you should invite 

 That people will be touched by God 

 That it will be a blessing for everyone 

 
 
 

If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if 
you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your 
door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." 
(Genesis 4:7) 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Regular Activities 
Sundays 10:15am Prayer in the vestry 

 10:30am Morning service with children & young people’s work 
  Communion 1st Sunday in the month  
   6:30pm Healing meeting @ St Paul’s 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Monday   7:30pm Puppet ministry  

Tuesday    1:00pm Craft Afternoon  

Wednesday  7:30pm  House groups - various locations & alternate weeks 

Thursday  10:15am Coffee Morning 

Friday   2:00pm House group - alternate weeks  

   7:30pm Worship Practice  

General enquires and  

finance 
Martin 01489 581009 

Youth 
Andy 07841 637449  

Home Groups & Children 
Linda 01489 581009  

Worship & Puppet Ministry 
Brian 01489 584317 

Craft 
Isabel 01489 584317 

Coffee Morning 
Charlie / Sylvia 01489 600523 C
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“prepared for us by women from various churches in Cameroon” 

All  warmly welcome  

Friday 5th March 10:30am  

At Warsash URC 

Many thanks 
to all those who 
attended the 
Charity Clothes 
Swap, we raised 
just over £90 for Breast Cancer Research UK.  Many 
Thanks for your support and generosity!  

Hambledon Prayer & Praise - 

changes 
 

The next meeting is this evening. 
Then in March, April and May it will move to the 3rd 
Friday in the month.  This is for a trial period.  For 
more details speak to Brian. 

Situation Vacant 
VICAR’S SECRETARY POST, St. John’s Church (C 
of E), Locks Heath.  20 hrs per wk Mon - Fri 

Working in a friendly environment with paid 
administrator and church volunteers, based in the 
church office 

For more information please see website 
www.stjohnslocksheath.org.uk for job description, 
application papers, etc contact the church office 
0ffice@stjohnslocksheath.org.uk or Tel 01489 
578082  

Closing date for applications 22 Feb 2010. 
Interviews 2 Mar 2010. 

 

Another Classical Recital 
After the sell-out success of the last student recital 
at the Victory Hall, another has been arranged for 
Friday 5th March, at 7.30 pm, again at the Victory 
Hall, Warsash. The three award-winning students 
from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama 
performing will be William Imbert, cello, Jennifer 
Carter, pianist (returning for a third time) and Kate 
Walter, piccolo. 
 
They will play duos and as a trio. The programme is 
planned to include Haydn's London Trios, Martinu's 
Trio, Bach's Trio Sonatas and the Villa-Lobos Jet 
Whistle and other works. 
 
Once again, tickets are £10, and can be bought 
from John and Carol Robertson, 01489 584788. 
Proceeds go towards students' tuition expenses. 


