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April
26 Gary Snape
licensing

May
3 Terry’s ordination
3 Hawthorn Court

& prayer 6:30
31 Party in the Park
12-2:30pm

Diary

2:30
17 Hambledon praise

Welcome

We hope that you enjoy today’s service |
Brian Reid is preaching this morning. %%

Following this mornings service refreshment will be served downstairs,
please do join us if you are able.

Prayer meeting this evening 6:30pm

Next week: Di Bower is preaching &

Terry Futcher will be ordained as an elder

life is not
about how
good | am
it's about
how good
God is!

The Christian

Thank you to those who have offered their
services in various ways to help with:

Créche & grass cutting

Please remember that there are always plenty of practical ways
you can help in the church to ensure that it runs smoothly and is a
blessing to everyone.
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United Service of Prayer and Preparation
for Christian Aid week
St Peter’s Church —Titchfield
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Revival and Revivalists by John Peters

IN 1985. a published sermon by Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones
bore this dramatic title: ‘For God’s Sake — Let's Have
Revival'. In it, Lloyd-Jones declared, with characteristic
robustness, that ‘the only hope for the Christian Church
is a mighty outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit’, and then
he led his readers to pray for revival. This is something
he himself did daily, and continued to do until his death
in 1981.

Lloyd-Jones, in common with Selwyn Hughes, was
‘fascinated’ (the word is deliberately chosen) by revival
— by its nature, by its significance and also by those
men and women who have led and pastored dynamic
visitations of the Holy Spirit.

Studying revival and revivalists is both stimulating and
challenging. It is stimulating because it sharpens the
desire for a fresh (and, hopefully, global) outpouring. It
is challenging because it is a rebuke to the subjective,
self- centred praying that is frequently ego-centric, even
selfish. Revivalists have always been concerned for the
glory of God.

Revival (a genuine move of God) and revivalists have a
number of common characteristics. Several of those
characteristics are briefly highlighted here.

First, there has never been a revival without Christians,
in Cohn Whittaker’s words, ‘first being broken by a
fresh revelation of the Cross and all that it meant [to the
Christ of God] to be made sin for us’. It is a prerequisite
for revival, as the sermons of John Wesley and George
Whitefield made abundantly clear.

Second, there must be a focus on Jesus (see Heb.
12:2). In authentic revival, miraculous healings, the
operation of the gifts of the Spirit, the restoration of
backsliders, even the salvation of sinners are second in
importance to the restoration of Jesus to the place of
first importance in the daily lives of Christians and the
Church.

Thirdly, there must be a devotion to prayer and
worship. For over eleven years before the 1904—05
Revival in Wales, Evan Roberts prayed unceasingly
that God would again ‘rend the heavens’. ‘Revive us
again,” was the intense and often agonising burden of
his heart — an example we would all do well to imitate.
So let the concept of revival and the history of those
privileged to lead outpourings galvanise us to pray
without ceasing.

John Peters looks at the
subject of revival and
revivalists, a theme at the
heart of CWR’s ministry
since its inception, in
Great Revivalists.
Considering the lives of
twenty-five key revivalists,
their qualities and
characteristics, John
challenges us to follow
their example in our own
personal lives. £9.99
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Keeping hope alive:

‘education for life’

Eighteen-year-old Nadia Kabula’s story is not an
extraordinary one. For many people in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), life is a struggle. Following
ten years of conflict, malnourishment and preventable
diseases still claim thousands of lives each week.
Christian Aid partner organisations are helping to
rebuild lives and livelihoods in some of the DRC’s most
vulnerable communities. After the greatest challenge
of Nadia’s life, Christian Aid partner Humanité Nouvelle
was there to help her focus on the future and the hope
of a better life.

Nadia’s father died suddenly two-and-a half years ago.
Her grieving mother, Brigitte, struggled to provide for
her six children. Even though Brigitte works gruelling
48-hour shifts, some weeks her transport costs total
almost as much as her weekly salary.

Nadia Kabula (left) has completed a tailoring course
with Christian Aid partner Humanité Nouvelle. She says
it has given her ‘education for life’

Nadia was profoundly affected by the death of her
father, whom she adored. And his death had
immediate practical implications. There was no money
to pay for her schooling, so she had to drop out and
care for her younger siblings while their mother worked.

Families like Nadia’s often hear about Humanité
Nouvelle’s tailoring course through their local church.
The course helps poor girls to develop skills to support
themselves and their families.

Nadia explains why girls in similar situations turn to sex
work: ‘They need to pursue their education and, with a
lack of means, get desperate.’

It would have been easy for Nadia to despair. But
instead Humanité Nouvelle ‘have given me education
for life’, she says. She completed the course and now
helps to teach the new intake of girls.

(Continued on page 3)










